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“springs will gush out in the wilder- 
ness, streams flow through the 


(Isaias, 35, 6) 
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Sahara 


LAND OF HOPE 


editorial 


In a cloud of dust and with a din of protestations, our Land Rover, an old Dodge model, a 
veteran tracker of the desert, rolled out of El Oued, set in a country of sands. . . austere 
but splendid . .. Of the 40 people, wrapped in their burnooses, waiting at the station, 20 
had climbed into the indefatigable Rover, though it was made to hold only 12. 


At a turning in the road we cast a last glance on the strange city of a thousand domed 
roofs almost lost in the hollows of yellow dunes ... a setting belonging to the “Thousand 
and One Nights.” Hidden from view, yet all around us, stretched the immense, motionless 
waves of the sea of sand. The rising sun, enveloping the scene in reflections of incomparable 
splendor ... and the transparent air . . . made it a land of intense beauty. 


land of light, 


an indefinable country which one approaches with a 
kind of respect and recollection. In its barrenness, 
its silence and immobility, the Desert is one of the 
greatest and most vivifying spectacles of nature. 

And there, adding to the charm of this stationary 
land, a group of nomads had pitched their black 
tents on the shore of a dried up river, close to a 
meager pool of water. Several camels, some goats, a 
shepherd dressed in his gandourah and turban, a ven- 
erable tribal chief at the entrance of his tent, a few 
women, proud and indifferent, gracefully wearing 
the heavy tunics they themselves had woven... 
made it a veritable Biblical scene . . . in the midst 
of the 20th Century! Is it possible that the desert 
hasn’t evolved since the patriarchal era of the Old 
Testament? 

Having reached the end of the undulating dunes 
our old Dodge bounced along a corrugated road the 
end of which seemed ever to blend into the unattain- 
able horizon. The chain of dunes was succeeded by 
the “reg”, a sea of small stones, which, at the horizon, 
became one with the colorless sky. 

The silence was weighty. 


The desert, eaten up by the sun, looked a mourn- 
ful and fierce land . . . the object of a strange mal- 
ediction. 
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Sahar aA 


land of tragedy, 


but always a land of majesty, surprisingly fascinat- 
ing, irresistibly captivating all by its terrible virtues. 

The trail was hardly perceptible, being only surface 
tracks, furrowed by trucks. At regular intervals, a 
pile of stone marked off the miles. 

Over and beyond . . . nothing .. . 

Wait, yes, there was something on the edge of the 
track. 

A sign post? 

No, an enormous billboard, red on white: ‘Coca 
Cola”. 


land of paradox, 


of violent contrasts. 

Contrasts of extreme climates, of vastly varied 
scenery .. . 

Contrasts of the different tribes which inhabit 
oss 

Contrasts, above all of two epochs, meeting and 
crossing one another. 

It has been called sterile land, land without life, 
and now, behold, “waters are about to spring up in 
the desert”’. 

Right now it is oil which is gushing up from the 
depths of 14,000 feet where it has lain dormant for 
hundreds of thousands of years; and it is rushing up 
with such vigor and in such abundance that it has 
given birth to an immense hope: that of transforming 
the desert . . . and of realizing the social develop- 
ment of Saharan populations. 


the Sahara's new look 


In three years, a city of 5,000 inhabitants has grown 
up in the heart of the Sahara. 

Not far from an old water well dug on the old 
caravan route, on the edge of the Ouargla-Flatters 
trail, prospectors had put up a pile of stones. On this 
spot, in the summer of 1956, they erected the first 
drill, whose extraordinary success brought fame to 
the old water well, “Hassi-Messaoud,” “happy well” 

. and made it the capital of the Saharan oil field. 

On January 6, 1958, oil flowed for the first time 
through a baby six-inch pipe line from Hassi-Mes- 
saoud to Touggourt, 150 miles away. 

Because Hassi-Messaoud has taken its place among 
the 20 richest oil fields in the world, streets with air- 
conditioned homes, a swimming pool, a theater, a 
newspaper, two hotels with 400 rooms apiece, res- 
taurants . . . have sprung up out of the sands. 

And since, while searching for oil, they discovered 
a veritable underground sea of fresh water, there is 


talk of “watering the desert”, growing lawns and 

flowers and orchards, of creating lively commercial 

centers with modern hotels and country villas . . . 
Mirages? Perhaps not. 


land of hope. 


Already employment of numerous Saharans for the 
exploiting of the oil, has brought a considerable in- 
come to the oases, and standards of living have been 
visibly improved. 

But the brusque invasion of modern techniques 
threatens to shake and unbalance the structure of 
Saharan life . . . and this problem cannot but dis- 
turb those who have at heart the spiritual and moral 
advancement of the peoples. 

The discovery of oil in Texas in 1901 upset, and 
very advantageously at that, only the economy of a 
great country. 

The happy discovery of oil in the Sahara is upset- 
ting, in an unexpected way, something other than 
economy in the lives of the Saharans, little prepared 
as they are to pass without transition from a type of 
patriarchal life to that of the western world. 

And that is why sociologists are brooding over this 
problem. 

That is why, more than ever before, missionaries 
have an unparalleled opportunity to contribute to the 
development of the Sahara. 

Forming and preparing young girls for the duties 
and exigencies of present day living is the work of 
the White Sisters and their lay helpers in the primary 
and home economic schools they direct. 

The White Fathers have opened five trade schools 
in the Sahara, where young men are trained for work 
in one or other of the oil companies, where they are 
very much in demand. 

In this painful period of transition, the Church 
wants to be present and to bring, in every circum- 
stance, its testimony of charity and understanding 

. . and its services. 

‘ + th * 

By plane, Touggourt is only a half hour from El 
Oued. 

Our Dodge took ten full hours to cross the 200 
miles of desert track separating the two oases. When 
we arrived at five in the afternoon, Touggourt was 
drowned in the sun. 

“A nonchalant Queen, in the midst of her palms 
and white sands,” the oasis, a small isle of poems and 
abundant legends, has both feet in the vast economic 
movement which is transforming the Sahara. 


Sr. Jacques de Compostelle, W.S. 
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CITY OF BLACK GOLD 


My FIRST VIEW OF THE DERRICKS in the desert sands 
was from an altitude of 4,000 ft. ““There they are”, 
my traveling companions cried out. We saw five or 
six derricks, detaching themselves from the endless 
yellow of the sands, separated one from another by 
several mules. They looked like hair-pins. A little 
way from them were the tiny white houses that shel- 
tered the technicians and workers. 

It was Hassi-Messaoud with its oil deposits, the 


WHITE SISTERS 


richest which have been discovered so far in the Sa- 
hara. Our plane tipped its wings and started descend- 
ing in the direction of the improvised air field, still 
hidden from view by the dunes. 


THE SaHara wasn’t at all the way I had imagined 
it. Given the chance to inspect the desert from above, 
all illusions are quickly dispelled. It isn’t the flat, al- 
most featureless surface we see in the movies. The 
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desert has an infinity of changing aspects and sharp 
contrasts. Here and there cliffs rise up in moun- 
tainous formations which look like islands surging 
out of the ocean. A little further, the bed of a dried- 
up river meanders in the sand—it is probably all green 
during the brief rainy season. We could still see traces 
of vegetation. 

Naturally, it wasn’t ordinary tourists who boarded 
the plane at Algiers. The oil fields now have their 
own airline linking Algiers to the heart of the desert, 
and the planes fly back and forth daily, fully loaded 
with fresh food and passengers. The personnel at- 
tached to the oil fields have a week’s vacation out of 
every three and so there is a constant coming and 
going between the derricks and Algiers. Our fellow 
travelers were engineers, foremen, workers, all under 
40 years of age; the majority not even 30. They 
were for the most part bronzed, bearded, full of 
good humor and gaiety. It was clear that the thought 
of seeing their desert again enchanted them, and 


though most of them were making the trip for the 
Sth, 6th, or 7th time, they gave the impression that 
this adventure was their first. They were carrying 
supplies of illustrated weeklies and detective stories. 

The flying distance between the Mediterranean 
coast and Hassi-Messaoud, 80 miles south of Ouargla, 
is about 600 miles and can be done in two and a half 
hours . . . at times it takes a little longer when the 
plane is heavily loaded. There are no comforts aboard 
and the interior is like a military transport. Once on 
board, the Arabs who made the trip with us wrapped 
themselves up in their thick burnooses before stretch- 
ing out on the floor to sleep, for several thousands of 
feet up the temperature is glacial. As for the Euro- 
peans, they dozed in their seats. They didn’t wake up 
until we reached the last high plateaus and the last 
slopes of the Atlas mountains, and the Sahara began 
to appear on the horizons. 

When the first large salted lakes appeared, spark- 
ling like snow in the immensity of the sands, the pas- 
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sengers excitedly sprang towards the windows — 
fascinated. They are captivated by the Sahara and 
though they made the trip many times, they ex- 
perience the same fascination they felt the first day. 
Each time it seems they are seized by the same in- 
toxication: that of being the conquerors of this new 
desert world, as big as an entire continent and which, 
hardly a generation ago, was impenetrable and con- 
sidered uninhabitable. 

We breathed a sigh of relief when we finally ar- 
rived at one of the principal stations, which could 
very well have been one of the frontier towns of the 
Far West of the last century, were it not for its ex- 
tremely modern look. 

There we were greeted and assigned a cabin by the 
official in charge of the post, a retired colonel having 
30 years of the Sahara behind him. The 30 or 40 
cabins built on a line in the desert enjoy air-condi- 


tioning and the temperature inside never surpasses 
70° F. 


Photos CPA 


We felt as if we were entering a refrigerator 
equipped with all the latest comforts: running water, 
plug for an electric razor, a handy bed lamp, screens 
on the two windows. 

In the restaurant at Hassi-Messaoud, the spacious 
kitchen is certainly one of the principal curiosities of 
the Sahara at the present hour. Entirely painted in 
white and bright yellow, it has a tile floor, very 
large stainless steel tables, washing machines, shining 
stoves on which enormous boiling pots give off ap- 
petizing odors. At meal time there reigns a feverish 
activity. 

In this restaurant where 200 hungry men, bronzed 
by the sun, eat their lunch seated at small tables for 
two or four, there is a deafening noise as every one 
talks at the same time, and in a particularly high 
tone of voice. Probably because, having worked for 
hours near drills, the men are more or less deaf. But, 
save for this minor detail, it is easy to believe oneself 
in a Florida restaurant. 
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Sahara has everything... 


“WE FIND EVERYTHING in the Sahara’, affirm the 
young men as they talk things over on the terrace. 
Not only gems, oil, natural gas and lots of other 
things, but water as well. It is probably the most 
sensational discovery of the present time: as much 
water as you could wish for. Four thousand feet 
down there are reserves of water—reserves plentiful 
enough to constitute a real interior sea. 


As soon as this discovery was noised abroad, there 


was a wave of general optimism and some went so 
far as to envisage irrigating the entire Sahara. Having 
such a temperature, it would most likely be possible 
to have three harvests a year of just about anything, 


and it seemed for a while that the prophecy made one 
day by F. D. Roosevelt in a moment of inspiration 
—that the Sahara would become as verdant as the 


... even water 


most fertile valleys of California—would soon come 
true. 

Though these early dreams have little hope of ma- 
terializing, fertilization of the Sahara remains pos- 
sible on a smaller scale. No necessary expense will be 
spared by the companies in their search for oil. 

All these oil projects are creating artificial oases 
(natural oases exist because of the layers of under- 
ground water close by) and Hassi-Messaoud is one of 
the first oasis of this kind. 

It would be an illusion, certainly, to wish to trans- 
form the Sahara into a green prairie. Still, in a few 
years the desert will be sprinkled with a certain num- 
ber of green spots and this in itself will be quite a 
splendid accomplishment. 


Victor Vinde, Journalist 


Photo French Government 


africa 


Photo Georg Gerster 
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Photos CPA 


Sahar | 


A FLERCE LAND 


“THE SAHARA . . . a new Texas, yes. A new Arabia, 
again yes. But do not forget the unique and particu- 
larly painful conditions that exist here today in the 
prospecting and exploiting of the black gold of the 
desert.” 

An Algiers’ representative of the Algerian Oil 
Company (C.P.A.) was speaking, giving us interést- 
ing information on the arduous task undertaken by 
the oil pioneers in the Sahara. 

Organizing research in a vast desert region of ex- 
treme climatic contrasts, devoid of water, 600 miles 
from the coast has created for the oil companies a 
number of problems not easily solved. 
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TRAVEL 

First of all the problem of land transportation 
. . . the insecurity that grips northern Algeria has 
made railways and routes difficult to use. 

From Ghardaia and Ouargla on, the routes become 
rough tracks, cut off by “oueds” (rivers) in the 
rainy season. Certain tracks, it is true, have been 
paved with a special material but the action of heat 
and dryness in time shrinks the covering and trans- 
forms the track into a kind of “washboard.” It is 
easy to understand that trucks—and men—wear out 
three times quicker than anywhere else. Motors are 
discarded after 20,000 miles of service. 


africa 
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At the beginning of the research work, the upkeep 
of these tracks was a heavy task for the company. 
In two and a half years hundreds of thousands of 
such tracks were built, then abandoned once the 
work in the area was finished. Thanks to these tracks, 
the heavy drilling machinery, tubes, pumps and re- 
search instruments were able to reach their destina- 
tion. Temporary tracks are still constantly being 
made in order to reach the camps and work areas. 

Sand and thirst are the two great enemies of the 
traveler. Sometimes it takes half a day to pull out a 
heavy load that has sunk axle-deep into the sand. 
Trucks have gotten stuck as many as a hundred 
times on a single trip. 

From the beginning there have been considerable 
delays occasioned by this type of land transportation 
and the obstacles that continually threaten it: sinking 
into the sands, floods, uncertainty. 

It was quickly evident that plane transportation 
would be a necessity. By car from Algiers to El 
Golea takes three days; by plane, the trip is made in 
three hours. Personnel and urgent or perishable 
freight is flown in an hour the same distance that 
an automobile would travel in a day of “track 
driving.” 

Radio communication plays a major role in the 
operations in the Sahara because of the dispersion of 


WHITE SISTERS 


the working crews, the great distances separating 
them, the poor quality of the land routes, the rela- 
tive rarity of connections by air, and, above all, the 
necessity of rapid intervention in case of accident. 
Radio was used from the start and is now being used 
more and more, notably for reasons of security. 
The Sahara is a dangerous country .. . danger- 
ous because of its desert immensity, its lack of water, 
its rugged climate. Strict precautions have been laid 
down for travelers—whether alone or in groups— 
in the desert region: 
—they must be escorted 
—they must follow the itinerary already set-up 
—they must bring along food, a supply of water 
(six gallons for each person), motor fuel, and 
an abundant supply of spare parts 
—notices must be given, by radio, from the point 
of departure to the place of arrival, with in- 
dications at what time searching should be- 
gin, in case of failure to report 
Vehicles are rarely permitted to travel about alone. 
On these rare occasions, possibility of a breakdown 
is anticipated by the man stationed at the point of 
departure and the place of arrival. 
For air transport, like precautions are taken . . . 


and radio stations keep contact with the plane in 
flight. 
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the water 


problem 


THE PROBLEM of keeping a reserve of water is ob- 
viously one of the constant worries of the Saharan 
oil companies. 

There exists, in the C.P.A. zone, a certain number 
of known wells, but they have been used to the 
maximum and a good number have been put out of 
use or produce very little. 

These wells can satisfy the general needs of small 
crews, but difficulties begin when it is a question of 
supplying drills and blasting crews with water for 
industry. 

A few figures will bring out the extent of the 
problem: 

—12,000 gallons for exploratory drilling 

— 6,000 gallons for geological drilling 

— 2,000 gallons for blasting crews 

At the beginning, a pipe-line was used to feed the 
first drills, only 20 miles from a rather important 
source of water. 

Borings which followed in other areas were sup- 
plied by water trucks. They were, in fact, too far 
from water to make a pipeline economical. 

The drillings, however, have disclosed depths of 
water which can be tapped at numerous places in the 
oil fields and it is actually possible to produce water 
on the same spot as the drilling. 

It has been affirmed that the cost of food, trans- 
port and exploitation is doubled and tripled in the 
Sahara. The desert relinquishes its riches only at the 
cost of immense effort and sacrifice. 


What is the actual extent of native personnel in 
the C.P.A.? 

The total personnel is close to 900 members and 
this includes 500 Moslem workers hired from the 
South. 

The C.P.A., while looking for specialists, became 
interested in professional courses given by the White 
Fathers at the oases where they train the Moslems 
of the southern territories to be mechanics and fore- 
men. Many of these men are now employed by the 
oil company. 

The exploitation of oil in the Sahara, not to speak 
of other discoveries and prospecting of minerals, is 
for the southern oases a substantial support—furnish- 
ing salaries to the workers and enabling them to im- 
prove family conditions, and making possible the 
sale of much food (meat, dates, fruits and other 
products) to the oil companies. The discovery of oil, 
bringing in its wake the hiring of numerous special- 
ized Saharan workers, has opened new horizons full 
of promise to the young men of the land. 

Most of the results obtained so far foretell great 
things for a New Sahara . 
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Photo OFALAC 


Sahar CA portrayed in movies, : 


fascinating, amusing to the tourist and 
the traveling reporter .. . “N, 


Sahara land of Sun, of 


Silence, of Mystery, of Poetry .. . 


Sahar A 


is, above all 


A LAND 
OF MEN 


WHITE SISTERS Photo — La Vie Catholique 
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Poor nomads, clustered in their tent, 
the | V O NMADS A tent so torn and worn with poverty— 

The wind creeps in and finds them all so bent 

And huddled close in dire misery . . . 


Photos French Government 


a land of men 


Though as large as the United States — approximately three million square 
miles—the Sahara’s population, totaling a million inhabitants at most, 
is composed of both settled peoples and nomads, with the latter becoming 
less and less numerous. Today these nomads have for the most 
part abandoned their flocks and are seeking manual work in the oases 
or in the oil companies. Nomadism is definitely on the decline. 
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How cold they are! They cannot take much more— 
They cry “Oh God, send back a warmer breeze... 
With infants frozen, naked, we are poor, 

Have pity on our bodies ill at ease— 

Our hearts beat as we slumber through the night, 
But worn from weakness and the roughened sand 
We wake in silence in the bitter wind.” 
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a buman problem 


70% oF THIS desert population lives in misery. 


“Here”, writes Bishop Mercier of the Sahara, “‘is 
how the situation looks in the region between Lag- 
houat and El Golea, according to a minute, six-month 
study by an administrator of the area who has the 
problem very much at heart. In these parts the people 
can afford to spend but ten cents a day—and ten 


»” 


cents will not even pay for a loaf of bread .. . 


The low standard of living in the Sahara must be 
blamed largely on the innate poverty of the country 
itself. This grave instability of its previously known 
natural resources can be balanced only by the definite 
stability of the oil resources just discovered in the 


Sahara. 


It is easy to see that the conditions of the poor have 
improved, because this period of prospecting has as- 
sured important salaries to many Saharans. Unem- 
ployment has, in fact, practically disappeared in the 
extreme southern oases and in several of those in the 
north. 
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Poor nomads, clustered in their tent, 
Like coals heaped in a small kanoun 

Their eyes are glowing with feverish stare 
The icy wind attacks — How cold they are! 
Yet patiently they wait for caravans 

To rescue them, revive their hopes again . . . 


D‘jamila Toumi 


But here is the heart of the problem: once this 
period of prospecting is over—and it is bound to end 
one day—will the same number of workers find in 
those areas fixed salaries and stability, or will they 
return to the poverty and frightful insecurity of pre- 
oil days? 


Troubling omens of the future begin to appear. 


There have already been several cases where research 
parties withdrew after unsuccessful attempts to find 
oil, leaving behind them a number of men without 
work—though these men had gotten used to five or 
six years of a new kind of life. 


These desert dwellers, in passing rapidly from dates 
to bread, have in many places even abandoned culti- 
vation of the date palm, the life of the desert. Left 
unassisted, these drifters between two ways of exist- 
ence will certainly form the nucleus of a massive 
proletariat living of necessity in the kind of shanty 
towns that are even now the scourge of the big cities 
of northern Algeria. 
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the SECRET of 
Anne-Marie to Jose 
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Anne-Marie to Jose, the little Saharan: 


“Do you hear, Jose? . . . They don’t talk about 
anything but oil in the Sahara: search for oil, dis- 
covery of oil... 

But . . . are there not other things to be sought, 
after all, and to be found besides oil? 

You know, the beautiful discovery of our brother- 
hood, of our friendship and of our understanding of 
one another, with you, people of the South and we 
of the North. 

And then, Jose, — there are other things — 

Soon there will be what they call “Mission Sun- 
day”. It would be good, perhaps, to remind the peo- 
ple of the West and of distant lands, that there are 


in the Sahara, and throughout the whole world, so 
many souls who are dying of thirst . . . who are 
dying of thirst because there is no one to draw for 
them the water of which Jesus spoke long ago; you 
know, the Living Water of eternal life. 

About oil . . . that’s all right. 


But, we also need many workers to help us draw 
Living Water, and to give it to those who are dying 
of thirst, in the desert of the world. 

And those who cannot themselves come as far as 
this must help others who can by their very fervent 
prayers and by their generous alms. 

What do you think? 
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THE WIND 


| come from the South. . . burning wind am |. . . daughter 
of the desert 

In immensity was | born. 

The sun | dazzle, the world | suffocate .. . 

My heavy breath weighs down the branches of the desert palm. 


| penetrate the tent where man is huddled in his burnoose. 
| cover the terraced villages with a golden dust. 


Knocking at every door to dull the brilliant tiles and polished wood. 


| am the desert wind that plays ‘midst fallen leaves. 
The burning Sirocco that dries 

the waiting lips of babes in mothers’ arms. 
And with merciless oppression, 

weary the young in every classroom effort. 


| am the cool refreshing breeze 

| am the breeze that gladdens the heart and helps to think. 

Gentle breeze, quickly changing into storm 

For 

I sing, | whistle, | howl, | run, 

And on swift way, | spin sand dunes, upset dead leaves, blind 
searching eyes. 

Then, | leave. 


D’‘jamila Toumi, age 15 
Saharan student of the White Sisters at Touggourt. 
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A. School—Adrar, Southern Saharan Territory 
B. School—El Golea 

C. Boys’ School—Zerebit 

D. Needlework—Ain Sefra 


E. Students—El Golea 


LAND OF PROMISE 


IN THE oases of the Sahara, where the White Sisters 
have charge of medical, social and educational works, 
one underlying formula guides all their home eco- 
nomics schools: modest in some instances, more im- 
portant in others, always there is the same deep con- 
cern for the material and spiritual advancement of 
the Saharan woman. 

This formula arises from the times. The White Sis- 
ters continue to strive for the freedom of the Moslem 
woman, a necessary liberation which answers more- 
over to the deepest aspirations of woman, to her wil- 
‘lingness to participate in the foundation of a well- 
balanced, happy and stable family. 

The home economics school is for all—young and 
old—but above all for the more advanced young Sa- 
haran woman. She is given a practical education, a 


supplement of general instruction to prepare her for 
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the day when the society in which she lives becomes 
fully evolved. 


In certain cases, the home economics school will 
lead the young Saharan towards a feminine career on 
her own level—child care, care of the sick, etc. 

In any case, the school will establish in her a sense 
of a woman’s vocation and of a mother’s role towards 
her family, and will enable her to do honor to all 
her duties. 

For, if the Sister who is responsible for the school 
of home economics is concerned mainly with open- 
ing up the intelligence of these young women, she is 
especially concerned with the possibility of expand- 
ing their souls by a true formation of conscience. 

In the notebook of a student from one of the home 
economics schools in a southern post I found the fol- 
lowing text written out: 
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a. 


“Only a woman can successfully make the first contact that will 


=... ol 
— 


contribute to the salvation of the African woman. 


Nowhere is a woman more needed for dispensing 


charity than in Africa.” 


“The conscience is our interior judge. 


The conscience leads us to the ways of God. 

This little voice is the voice of God within us. 
It comes to speak to us in the hours of silence, 
in order that we may hear it and listen to it; 
and if it is absent, it is because, having been 
snuffed out and scorned upon, it has departed 
but does not die. It always returns and speaks 
up and reproaches us for what we have done. 
My God grant that my conscience may always 
remain tranquil and be present to me always.” 


Cardinal Lavigerie. 


For simply this: an earthly goal— 
To lift the world God did ordain 
That I be lifted, with my soul. 


In purity I must depart-— 
Pure thought, pure word, pure act, pure heart. 
What can surpass a child’s bright eyes 
where purity lies deep within? 
What can be lovelier than eyes 
that sparkle with the purest grin? 
My will and purity combine, 


The following is still another example of a young To make the journey they unite . . 
i Saharan girl who, in poetic style, opens up her soul Each step completes the golden climb 
to us: Where one finds Beauty, Love, and Light. 
EVER UPWARD Miriam 
This is the stairway that portrays my life: And it is in these awakening souls that the mis- 
My life should be a flight of stairs sionary Sister in an Islamic country finds the sweet- 
That mounts high into heaven above . . . est recompense that ever was—the source of refresh- 
For God has placed us here below, ing water which gushes over the burning sands of 


That we might climb to Him through love. the desert. 


We were not put here to remain 


WHITE SISTERS 


Sr. Jaques de Compostelle 
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Sr. Christilla Mary (from Manchester, N. H.) 
with a young mother from Quargla. 
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Proto oronceey 


: Sahara 


LAND OF HOSPITALITY 


“Whosoever associates with a 
people becomes part of them.” 


Desert of sand, 

Country of thirst and sun, unknown, mysterious— 
Though sterile and desolate you are a land 

of welcome and friendship! 
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emetic, 
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Photo OFALAC 


LAND OF HOSPITALITY 


THe contacts which the missionary Sisters have 
with the Saharan populations give birth to true bonds 
of solidarity and friendship. 

Always and everywhere, the same hearty welcome 
is extended to the Sisters, whether it be at a stop or 
during a trip, in a pressing invitation or on the oc- 
casion of a simple visit. 

Hear these words from the desert: 

“Over the burnt track this bond is felt in the 
friendly greeting of a stranger, a real reward after 
miles of solitude. 

“In the most abandoned spot, at the hottest time 
of the day, a breakdown or sinking in the sand is 
always possible . . . but the first nomad who passes 
by offers his services and from the nearest tent some- 
one hurries to give fresh water, skimmed milk, dates 
and flat cakes.” 

“It is hot under the tent, the air is almost too 
heavy to breathe, and the flies never stop buzzing 
around our faces. Then a woman gets hold of palm 
branches and swings them rhythmically to and fro 
while keeping up the conversation. 

“When taking us to his palm grove in the ‘Ksar’ 
(village) where he had invited us to spend the day, 
our neighbor had the thoughtful idea of spreading a 
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rug on the floor of the truck to make our trip more 
comfortable by diminishing the shocks of the track.” 


“What a royal greeting we receive everywhere! 
Whether it be in the poorest tent, under the arcades 
of the oasis dwellings covered with jasmin blossoms, 
in the well-to-do lady’s parlor saturated with per- 
fumes, or even in the yard of a poor hut, the same 
warm welcome awaits us... everywhere we are 
assured that we have been expected for a long time, 
that we can never come too often, that we are al- 
ways desired, even longed for. 

“Whether our stay be short or prolonged, the pro- 
viding of all that we need or could possibly desire 
is the constant occupation of the hostess who re- 
mains ever attentive, anxious to please us. 

“Whether it be a meal, a cup of tea or cold water, 
the same solicitude always expresses the same joy in 
giving. 

“Here the hostess installs you on a soft carpet, 
piling up cushions behind and around you; there it is 
a poor mat or a remnant of a blanket for you, or 
simply the golden sand that someone will have car- 
ried from the nearest dune; perhaps also a chair bor- 
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rowed from some more fortunate neighbor or rela- 
tive. 

“The meal is very simply served on the floor, in 
earthenware dishes. Seated on a mat or a rustic and 
tiny stool carved with a knife, you eat with your 
hands like everyone else, sharing the ‘couscous’ and 
spiced gravy.” 
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“Children are waiting for us on the narrow streets 
where we must pass and they say, ‘Sister, Aicha 
wants to see you today’. We go in and on the patio 
behind the loom or grouped around a tea tray we 
have a heart-to-heart talk. It is a time of the day 
when peace and tranquillity reign and it seems na- 
tural to speak of our country, our parents and the 
meaning of our dedicated lives. Aicha speaks of her 
childhood, of her sorrows and her hopes, both as wife 
and mother. Our hostess has become a friend. We 
know that a lasting and trustful link has now been 
formed.” 

“Wherever we go, gifts are offered to us which 
show the desire that resides in every African’s heart 
to welcome us well. Whether the gift be from the 
rich or from the poor, the gesture of offering is al- 
ways without confusion since the giver does not so 
much consider the object presented as the good heart 
from which it comes. 

“A poor nomad holds out to you with her two 
hands the only egg from her only hen. ‘Do not re- 
fuse it—it is my son, who is now also yours and 
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whom you have cured, who is offering it to you,’ 
she says in order to have us accept it. 

“A little girl excitedly draws out a hidden treas- 
ure . . . the cooked grasshopper that she was look- 
ing forward to, and now offers with the certitude 
that you are very fortunate indeed to get it. 

“How pretty it is,” was all that was said while 
looking at a hand-made straw basket. And at the 
moment of departure, the basket is given to me with 
this simple word: “It is for your good old mother 
whom you have left.” How delicate. To refuse would 
be to hurt. 

“There are gifts, too, from wealthier women who, 
with care, select the nicest piece of gazelle meat, 
their prettiest slippers . . . or, from a palm grove 
owner, we receive the most succulent bunch of dates. 
In fact, nothing is ever too good for God’s guests.” 


Dark homes, smoky huts, closed houses with iron 
windows, tents lost in desert immensity . . . 

Never shall we forget these warm, sincere and 
spontaneous gestures; gestures of the poor, of the 
rich, everywhere and always the same because they 
express the same sentiments of loving hearts. 

Embarrassment, annoyance and reticence have no 
place here; we withdraw with an earnest desire to 
return because of the way we are invited to do so. 

O land of Africa—O Women of Africa! You are 
reputed violent, terrible and passionate . . . but on 
the contrary, how tender and loving you are to those 
who come to you with trust and friendship! 
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LAND WHERE TWO 
CIVILIZATIONS MEET 


TIME Is running out on the sands of the Sahara for 
the camel, once the indispensable “ship” of the 
desert. 

Oil, pressing up from the depth of the earth, is 
reducing this beast of burden to a picturesque ana- 
chronism. 
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Unlike the Arabian oil deposits, only 40 miles in- 
land, the oil fields of the Sahara are right in the 
heart of the desert . . . 600 miles and more from 
the coast. 

Add to this problem of distance the scarcity of 
water, the scattered centers of production, the enemy 


africa 


ee 


‘ AY ee (ge CSSA 2 Wee eee ae) Ree 2 ee ea Be eh cee ee | Renae pe Cee «Ga: | ey a 
ee a. oe yi all eal ets wee ie 6: eae be - Bk. fe es fee ees ee ee oe 
f iw & : 
~~ / 
j eon . 
: 
uf . ' 
~~ 
3 7 
} . ae s , 
. ¥ 
() ; {) 
i j ' 2 ; 
= Za & yd 
f 1 
3 9.5 J Sane | o 
oo pm yawee') ¥eebe 4 ' | 
\ > = - . \ b 
; f ‘ : , : 
bees J . 
v " &® } 
: é - o VAN j : : A 
‘ - Ff . bse, | . 
m & ' . . 
. — 
; ; ro ‘. 
* ~ =" 
ea —, < ‘ee .Y - 
j Pe : , 
a, ‘q r , — 3 a. + 
. q . _ _ . 
ae = ., > — ‘ 
ie , a) : 2 dT we Fa: 7 a we : 
- ate SN ’ » t~ oa 
oo ” irae § @- Aes, ; : ” aagepte 
4 ¥ *, os . - : ; : f > ; 
- a aor , + Wes . ~” - : ¥ ! 
Ein : : ee ed el. cet” fy ee Mies Sa : 
ee 
= — 
. ani — 
cee es : ee ee ee a ee ee a 
: ; at Ca Wes ee ee eg ee ee ee 
Se Eye ie ee a ee ee a ee ee 
; ; ae eet ey eee Se ei: eee. Oe es oe 
ee Bee ee eee ee eee ogee ee ee 
Rie ae ieee ae ie ee eee as 7S ars $0, ate a a ae 0 Loe 8 ee 


sand and an oppressive climate. . . 
and the sturdy camel had to lose 
out to the auto, the jeep, heavy 
trucks with balloon tires, cargo 
planes, the helicopter, radio com- 
munications and all the tools of 
twentieth century progress. 

“Old Ships of the Desert . . . the 
325,000 Saharan camels are becom- 
ing idlers. They are living the last 
hours of their legend.” 

There, where camels (really 
dromedaries) once painfully made 
25 miles a day carrying 100 pounds 
of merchandise, today 50-ton 
trucks are traveling 25 miles an 
hour with 13-ton loads. 

Vanquished by this new way of 
life, destined for destruction, the 
camel has not lost his place as sym- 
bol of wealth to the Saharan. In 
the desert, a man’s fortune is still 
measured by the importance of his 
herd of camels. 
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THE DATE PALM 


still is for the inhabitants of the Sahara the principal 
resource of the oasis. The crop depends above all on 
the abundance of irrigation; a palm which has not 
been irrigated will give 10 pounds of dates per har- 
vest, while a palm carefully irrigated will produce 
200 pounds. 

Remarkably adapted to the climate of the oasis, it 
supports intense heat of more than 122° F and re- 
sists cold as low as 50° F. Infinitely precious, it is 
the providential and irreplaceable basis of all Saharan 
agriculture. Prospering in every terrain, it survives 
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in soil where the water has a salt content of startling 
concentration. The date palm flourishes around the 
end of March and the beginning of April. Male and 
female flowers are produced by different stems and 
fertilization and proper fructification demand hu- 
man intervention. The fruit is ready for harvest 
some time between July and November, depending 
on the region. 

There are many varieties of date palms, differing 
in size, color, taste and value. 
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“THE UNCLE OF MAN" 


The Moslems say, when from slime of the earth 
God had created, as everyone knows, our father, 
Adam, there was still a little clay left in His hands. 
With this, He created the palm tree. Because of this 
noble origin, Arabs have for it a particular respect 
and, above all, they would never consent to “kill a 
palm tree”. 

Is there one in the road? The road will be made 
to go around it. Is someone going to build a wall? 
The wall will be built around it. Is a house to be 
built? The palm tree will remain in the middle of it. 
Many are the flat roofs where one, or even many 
palm trees add the charm of their shade. They grow 
in the house. A new mark of deference for the 
“Uncle.” Inside the house, the trunks rise like col- 
umns; the walls and the ceilings respect their growth 
and are pierced by as many gaps as there are palm 
trees in the house. It is a little bit of a nuisance when 
it rains . . . but it rains so seldom... 

Sometimes, however, it is absolutely indispensable 
to abolish “the poor uncle”. Rather than cut it down 
they will try to transplant it. If it is still young, 
that is easy enough. But it becomes terribly com- 
plicated when it is a full grown tree. It is done with 
great solemnity. A big hole, well-watered, is prepared 
beforehand. In digging up the unfortunate tree, much 
dirt is left around its roots. They carry it with ropes 
—and the porters are numerous for it is very heavy. 
Curious spectators form a cortege, singing in chorus 
chants as for a burial. 


Once replanted, they prop it up with poles, dress 
it with pieces of cloth, tie the branches in bundles, 
smear clay on those which have been torn. They even 
hang a few amulettes on it, and in spite of all these 
precautions, it is very rare that the unfortunate palm 
tree is able to resist the treatment. Usually it fails to 
take root anew and dies. At least, they “didn’t kill 
it!” 

The care demanded by the cultivation of palm 
trees is great. In the Saharan oases they are the prin- 
cipal occupation of the “khammes” or gardeners. 
Palm trees are not planted although the seeds germ- 
inate easily. In order to be sure to obtain the desired 
species, they prefer to transplant the shoots that 
grow at the foot of the tree. 

The principal work of cultivation is the watering 
of the trees, which must go on winter and summer. 
In order to prosper, it must have, so they say, “its 


Photos OFALAC 


WHITE SISTERS 


any \\ ob) oe : = Be, 
ii Bech. y i =F ; 
Wty « \ Bis 2245 ih ae. & 
* a 4 i =)  ¢- as ¥ ‘ ’ j > Be ¢ a at 4 : 
- \* ¥ - id ia; Hy a if aS & be q 
\j ia x = yl ARN i ty Pa a AG 
° aI ‘a + F y “J a r 
IY o. oo ae Ne ONE BY 
= i ‘ . ps! aR: 4 j : 
/ a eS of: : 
v., a J y ta oo ie ' . 
y ; Pee © " xe ; , f i% ¢ SF 
! . » de CHR 
“4 be ene 
ws \ ’ y ¥ a 4 ee ce 
’ 4 J we § : : 
ee ‘eal ee . |S) QS 
” i ‘ a, j "> :.. are * ; 
co 1 | B. ’ . P| are i . & tf : 2 
be cm | \¥ yg oe Le 7, , , BB 
. — UCU CO . 
y . : aud ay % ss a Ne / ve ba? 
mae . wt . +e he Se “ a= . t ’ 
a ¥ ba <i *e ‘ F ? sie ~ : 
%. a a a coe : Ae a nS £G: - A < 
a iy i i ‘eS ms 4 3 i) ™ a ¥ " <<< yer 
Ss « er 4 we * if j 7 : d 
- a a my ii 
aye ON ge . at & id | \ 3 eg = 5 + \ f 
\ at es! eh 9 e ON SO F 
2 ure a ere) ta si. - : ‘ a a fan . Sy . 
a. 060 a = gs 2% reel i tgees HE 
ae eae AN. as 
5 <a , | ees 
= =; 4 af hy ee ae ee. a zg 
} 2 eee 
“hee =" : . = : es a 
Oe esd = saan ge —_—- . 
: Se - oe EI ee 
sso pe so. . IM 
; a yes” : son Sc”. lll oa 
e enn” ss cr > oe % ay 5 jena i ae ae “ a 
ae < —\ (6 i “a 
ee 9 ie 
™ ou \ i : TA) : SS ; - 
= : Ge * . 
* é ‘ = ‘ ~ BR “a > \ f 4 ae u 
big sae eg 7 23 =n | oak y << wots iy 
y we Rl Ee— t waee > » al ~ e 
S 4 ‘7 fi y hy . -* ¢/ Fr or oi ‘ : 
lan > . : aid Dall Vs a 2 
4 2. eT MM fs. ~ uy . —% ay Et : 
ay z 7 Pr i /- —S { ) — EL ha es 
. + % >,  ” ° > + 4 a oe ° 
ERIE izes 4 Ce Oe 
4 iJ} s Ne Ge Se = 5 
. it ~~. * N , xe My) Ve ae Lm 5 : 
Sal ur ” x, 7, * fy ° “Se a ji x 
aM aS A) rE ye: | INS mS ee 
| aN | Re el ee 
: =: et oe y AS eS © 
=A i 2y fs 1) pg eK PrcaNs . 
; ~~ =. tid j (Fa ee ros 
= ip S/o 1 pean aera 
SS x /  ¢ “| { § /%- ie 
=?! as ; / i> {i = a” - - is , 
4 q , ; 4 \ j Sf “65 ne bes : a 
. m “4 LB 9 ya a. eS i ' 
, ¥, “ fo a le ie i Fy | we. a eee 
re 2 = 7 ‘ >. a> a 
Bey ' ‘ as >; : es 
ma’ | |) \ f Z wwe ” 25 
y 4 x. hae 
a | °”) Gd (ph ea ee 
a 4 AZ i a tah 
Ny += B.say ss ii ‘if a, La ies ty 
. ‘ . a Z A, A. ae te re 
me UM a 
=. lS a a fy 
as ee BR a A ~ 7 fa 
a“ y : ye a Baia 
% iti, Wie). eve a 
‘ ; * % ‘= Sed 7 = ; Wis 
LS Nee fh Soe E 
7 i-\ “e f 7 LF Be : - 2 : a 
. ia |e eee Cee a ee aoe pda us re a : ls oo. reigns 
y “ae By clas 4 ees 


ee 


feet in the water and its head in the fire.” In most 
of the oases, it is simply a question of directing run- 
ning water into the “sequias”, or irrigation ditches. 
In certain other oases the water must be drawn from 
a depth of 120 feet or more. Drawing water is the 
perpetual labor of the gardener and his beast of bur- 
den. Well watered, the palm tree cannot but thrive. 
If it lacks water, it withers, the trunk becomes fra- 
gile and a blast of wind or even its own weight can 
break it. It is supported then by splints, like a broken 
limb. If natural means seem to be insufficient, the 
gardener protects his treasure against the “evil eye” 
by suspending from it the skull of a hyena, or, lack- 
ing that, the skull of a mule, or an old pot or other 
object. 

IN THE spRING the blossoms appear, great clusters 
of pale yellow. It is time to pollinate. The gardener 
climbs the tree, and, in each budding cluster, deposits 
a sprig of the male flower, laden with pollen. The 
work must be done while singing certain verses of 
the Koran, without which everything would certain- 
ly be a failure. 

When the weight of the cluster becomes so heavy 
that it risks breaking the stem which supports it, the 
gardener climbs the tree again and places each cluster 
on a palm branch which will support it until matur- 
ity. 

Of the 7 million palm trees of the Saharan oases, 
§ million produce annually about a million hundred 
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weight of dates. The fine dates for export are fur- 
nished by the eastern Saharan oases alone, which give 
an annual harvest of about 200,000 hundred weight. 

Besides its fruit all parts of the palm tree are 
usable . . . and used. The trunk for carpenters’ 
work: pillars, poles, woodwork, fuel. From the leaves 
can be made screens, hedges and shelters, roof cover- 
ings, baskets and torches. The velvety substance 
which is at the base of the leaves is used for rope 
making. The fomented sap is made into an alcoholic 
beverage. The seeds of the fruit serve as nourishment 
for the donkeys, goats and camels. The pulp of the 
date serves as putty to repair temporarily a utensil 
that leaks. It is the only paste they have to stick a 
“ketab”, an amulette written on paper, or a picture 
on the wall. Even the shade of the palm tree is use- 
ful. Under its protection sheltered from the exces- 
sive heat of the sun and the climate, plants can be 
cultivated which would not survive without it. 
Orange trees, in particular, whose leaves are damaged 
by the excessive sunlight of the Sahara, and which 
suffer and become yellow when they are not pro- 
tected, thrive very well on the contrary, under the 
shade of the date palms when the excessive light is 
softened by the network of the palm branches. Thus 
in many palm orchards three types of vegetation 
thrive: the palm tree; then growing under their 
shade, numerous types of fruit trees, and finally, an- 
nual crops such as cereals and vegetables. 


Even the long and formidable thorns of the palm 
tree have a use. For the Saharans these thorns have a 
legend. In the beginning, so the desert dwellers say, 
God, having created the palm tree, created it per- 
fect. Then one day the devil came, and, jealous of 
the perfection of such a successful creation, he suc- 
ceeded in spoiling it as he had spoiled man, the 
nephew of the palm tree. These diabolical thorns 
were so evil that no one, it seems, could make use of 
the good things accumulated in the other parts of 
the palm tree; and that, until the coming of Mo- 
hammed who, himself, made reparation in part for the 
work of the devil by drying up with his breath the 
sharp point of the thorns. They lost thus a little of 
their malevolence! 

The Saharans, while being careful of their prick, 
found a way to utilize them. They make excellent 
spurs to excite the laziness of the donkeys. Many of 
the women have no other pins to hold their hair 
and their clothes in place. There are always a few 
stuck in the beams as in a pin cushion in order to 
be able to have them at hand in a moment of need. 

Finally, it is a funeral rite among many of the 
Saharan tribes to fasten the winding sheet of white 
cloth with the thorns of the date palm. When the 
tomb has been sealed, they believe that the thorns 
turn themselves into cockroaches and scorpions and 
devour the body. If however, the deceased were a 
“saint” the thorns would become lights! . . . 

(Taken from Saharan Documents) 
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Sister NOREEN 


A year ago, Sister Noreen (Janet Violet O'Shea) of 
Cascade, lowa arrived at the Motherhouse of the White 
Sisters near Algiers. The day following her religious 
profession at Belleville, Illinois, she had sailed to Africa 
to join an enthusiastic group of young professed Sisters 
who, from diverse countries of Europe and America 
form the international community at the Motherhouse, 
called “St. Mary's.” This supplementary year of apos- 
tolic Formation which follows the two years of canon- 
ical formation at the postulate and novitiate, facilitates 
a first contact with Africa and is a primary initiation 
to the works of the Mission. In the course of the year 
at St. Mary’s, the young Sisters take turns in spending 
a few months in one or another of the missions run by 
the White Sisters in North Africa. 

Sr. Noreen was sent to the Sahara, in the oasis of 
Laghouat, where she spent six months learning French 
and giving English lessons to the High School girls. 

She then returned to her community at St. Mary’s. 
There God awaited her—to call her to Himself. 

Unfathomable designs of God! Last Holy Thursday, 
Sister Noreen was the victim of a short but fatal 
malady. She was but 22 years of age. 

“Sister Noreen,” writes a Sister who knew her well, 
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“was always for me, as for all of us, an unpretentious 
example of simple, joyful fidelity . . . Her virtues, 
because so simply practised cannot be analyzed, we 
took for granted. | remember telling someone that she 
would be the joy of any community anywhere and 
that she need not be trained for any technical profession 
as her whole apostolate would be one of contact—just 
being what she was. She never tried to pose as an 
example to anyone—but what a one she was, is, and will 
be: | catch myself stopping before an action and ask- 
ing myself “how would she do it?” 

“God gave her to us for three years, and may He be 
blessed and thanked. And now He has taken her—may 
He again be blessed and thanked. 

“For her now to help us to live completely given as 
she was, that we may join her with hands as full as 
hers, in the time appointed by the Divine Master .. .” 

Sister Noreen . . . without doubt will continue her 
interest in the souls she loved and for whom she had 
sacrificed everything. But her place in the ‘Father's 
field” is still vacant—at an hour when the missions, 
more than ever, cry out for apostles. 


Who will take that place and finish, with the help | 


of God, the missionary work she had begun? 
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